
Sunday, 9th October 2022 

Dear parishioners, 

Warm greetings to you all! I would like to thank all of who come to our Masses here in 
Gardiner Street, who attend our novenas and other events, and who pray at our shrines. 
We are here to serve you, and it is your presence that encourages us to keep up our 
efforts to make our church a prayerful and welcoming space for you all. 

I write to you with regard to the parish finances. At a recent meeting of the parish 
finance committee, we decided that all parishioners ought to be informed about our 
current financial position. You will find in the table below a summary of the parish’s 
ordinary income and expenditure for the last four years. These numbers relate to the 
everyday activities of the parish and do not include the work on the roof and walls. 

Over the last four years our costs have remained relatively stable while our income has 
fallen sharply. We have received fewer donations for candles and smaller weekly 
collections. As a result the parish’s annual deficit has increased from €7,000 in 2019 to 
€67,000 in 2022. This is an unsustainable situation and we have to do something. 

What is the way forward? 

While these bad financial results are an immediate worry, they are a symptom of a more 
pressing problem—fewer people are coming to our church. What to do? Our priority 
has to be to get our parish community growing again. The answer isn’t just more 
money, it’s more people and a more vibrant parish community. If the parish begins to 
grow then the financial situation will resolve itself. There are also ways of donating that 
will be of greater benefit to the parish. With this in mind I make four suggestions.    

1. Invite people to Mass 

We are making a big effort to make our Sunday Masses attractive to families, children 
and young people. The Little 11 children’s liturgy at the 11 am Mass is up and running 
and the small number of children who have participated have really enjoyed it. The 7:30 
pm Mass is also growing in popularity with young people. And the Gospel Choir Mass, 
which now takes place on the fourth Sunday of the month, attracts both young and old 
and is a favourite with the local community. The 6 pm vigil, 9:15 am and 12:30 pm 
Masses, although quieter and simpler, are beautiful and appreciated in their own way.    

Year Ending 31/7/2022 

€,000

31/7/2021 

€,000

31/7/2020 

€,000

31/7/2019 

€,000

Income 209 183 190 275

Expenditure 276 242 206 282

Deficit -67 -59 -16 -7



So please spread the word, especially to local families with children. They are the future 
of this church!  

2. Become a regular donor 

If you are able to sign up for a monthly standing order or donation, please do so. You 
can do this in your bank branch or using online banking, or through the iDonate 
function on our website. If you donate more than €250 per annum your donation could 
be worth an extra €112.25 to us with the tax relief scheme. A standing order form with 
our bank details is attached. 

3. October Appeal: refurbishment of the John Sullivan Room 

With some work, we could make the John Sullivan Room into an attractive meeting and 
function room, which we can then rent out as a city centre venue. This would generate a 
valuable extra source of income for the parish. I estimate that the refurbishment will 
cost between 20 and 25 thousand euros. This will be an investment for the future and we 
will also have a beautiful room for our own parish events. All monies collected in this 
year’s annual October Appeal will go towards this project.   

4. Tell us your ideas 

Many of you have ideas about how our parish could improve its service of the 
community and also improve its financial situation. Please let us know what they are. 
For the month of October there will be a suggestions box at the back of the church. 
Please don’t hesitate to scribble down your ideas and put them in there. You can also 
email sfx@jesuit.ie or mention it to me or one of the parish team in person.  

Let me finish with some more words of thanks. First, thank you to our volunteers. It is 
because of your generosity with your time, energy and talent that we can do so much on 
a relatively small budget. If you charged for your time then we would have to close the 
doors tomorrow because we just couldn’t afford you! 

I also want to thank the Irish Province of the Jesuits for their very significant financial 
support over the years. Most recently the Province has helped fund the repair work to 
the church’s roof and walls and they are also covering the costs of our NET young adult 
volunteers. 

Finally, thank you to all who make financial contributions to the parish. You are dealing 
with the rising cost of living and higher energy bills, and yet you still give. Thank you. 
Regardless of the amount, your generosity comes form a deep place where Christ dwells 
within you. I will offer mass every month for your intentions.  

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts and in your families. 

Every blessing, 

_________________________  

Fr. Niall Leahy S.J., P.P.                                                                                 


