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Introduction and Penitential Rite 

Good evening everyone and welcome to our Annual Remembrance 

Mass for all those who died over the last year and whose funerals took 

place here in Gardiner Street Church. 

I am sure that you have come here this evening with a whole range of 

emotions, from deep sorrow and grief for the loss of your beloved, 

mother, father, Grandfather, Grandmother, daughter, son, brother, 

sister, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, neighbour, close dear friend, work 

colleague.  I hope and pray for all of you, that if not at this time, but 

sometime down the road, you will feel a deep sense of love and gratitude 

for the loved one, you mourn this evening.  As Catholics, we say a creed 

every Sunday.  There is always a danger that it can become a collection 

of sentences that we rattle off every Saturday evening or Sunday at mass 

without really realising what we are saying that we believe in.   There is 

one phrase, that for me, since my Mam and Dad dies, quite some time 

ago now, that really helps to believe that love never dies, that love is 

eternal.  It is found explicitly in the Apostles’ Creed but it is also implied 

in the Longer creed, the Nicene Creed.  I believe in the Communion of 

saints.  This is saying I believe that I am part of a community of 

believers, both living and dead, but our spirits are immortal, we live 

forever, Jesus tells that I will not turn anyone who comes to me. 

Lord it is you who gives bread to the hungry and who sets prisoners 

free, Lord have mercy. 

Lord, it is you who gives sight to the blind and who raises up those who 

are bowed down. Christ have mercy. 

Lord it is who protects the stranger and upholds the widow and the 

orphan, Lord have mercy 
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Alternative Opening Prayer (from the 1998 ICEL Missal) 
God, our provider, 
you are the orphan’s hope, 
the widow’s bread, and the friend of the stranger 
Strengthen our faith, 
that with simplicity of heart 
we may come to trust in you alone 
and hold back nothing in serving you. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. 

Introduction to the Scripture Readings 
1 Kings 17:10-16 — A poor widow’s hospitality to Elijah the prophet is 
rewarded. 
Hebrews 9:24-28 — Christ offers his sacrifice once and for all. When he 
comes in glory, he will reward those who wait for him. 
Mark 12:38-44 — Unlike the showy religious leaders, the poor widow 
gives with generosity of heart. 
 

Homily 

Jesus sees everything that is going on in the busy Temple 

But there is one person he notices out of the huge crowd of people.  A 

poor widow. 

Why would Jesus notice a poor widow? 

Well, a central part of the Law that God handed down to the Israelites, 

was care of the vulnerable. 

To care for and love the widow, the orphan and the stranger. 

I believe that Jesus did not let that widow leave the Temple without 

going up to her and saying I know that you have just given away 

everything you have to live on, so let me thank with a gift of flour and 

bread, for you to eat.  I can imagine that Jesus and his disciples 

accompanied her to a flour merchant and to an oil merchant selling olive 

oil and gave her all that she needed and told her to come to him again.   
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If we return to our first reading from the First Book of Kings, we recall 

that the prophet Elijah rewarded the poor widow of Sidon, who was not 

a Jew but a gentile, who shared her last handful of of meal and a little 

drop of olive oil and her kindness and goodness were rewarded.  Do you 

not think that Jesus would reward the generosity of the widown in the 

Temple? 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
Introduction (by the Presider) Brothers and sisters, the Lord is our light 
and our help, so let us bring our prayers to God. 
 

1. For all who follow Christ, that their faith in life after death may be 
strong (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 
 

2. For our friends and family members who have died, that they may 
rest in peace (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 

 
3. For those lost through war or violence, that the tragedy of their 

deaths may make people work for peace (pause for silent prayer). 
Lord, hear us. 

 
4. For those who have died before their time, in accidents or through 

suicide, that their loss may remind us of the sacredness of 
life (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 

 
5. For people overcome by grief, that the power of Christ’s love may 

lift them up and renew their hope (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear 
us. 

 
6. For the forgotten souls, members of our parish, our community, 

that they may always have the benefit of prayers offered here (pause 
for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 

 
The presider prays for all the souls on this, their day: 
For all our relatives and friends who have gone before us in faith, whom 
we remember now (pause) 
for the priests and people who worshipped here through the ages (pause) 
and for those who died recently and those whose anniversaries occur 
(pause) 
that they may behold the Lord’s temple in the new and eternal 
Jerusalem (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 
Conclusion (by the Presider) God of light, to live in your house is the 
desire of all your children: hear our prayers and help us in all our needs, 
through Christ our Lord. 
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
By this sacrifice, merciful God, 
wash away in the blood of Christ 
the sins of our departed brothers and sisters. 
You cleansed them once in the water of baptism; 
in your mercy grant them pardon and eternal rest. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Lord. 

PREFACE (Christian Death I) 
It is truly right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
In him, who rose from the dead, 
our hope of resurrection dawned. 
The sadness of certain death 
gives way to the bright promise of immortality. 
Lord, for your faithful people 
life is changed, not ended. 
When the body of our earthly dwelling is laid aside, 
we gain an everlasting dwelling place in heaven. 

And so, with angels and archangels, 
with all the heavenly host, 
we proclaim your glory 
and join their unending chorus of praise: Holy, holy, holy…. 
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 Remembering therefore his death and resurrection, 
we offer you, Lord God, 
this life-giving bread, this saving cup. 
We thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
We pray that all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit. 

Lord, remember your Church throughout the world: 
perfect us in love 
together with Francis our Pope and N. our Bishop, 
with all bishops, priests, and deacons, 
and all who minister to your people. 

Remember all the Faithful Departed 
whom you have called from this life. 
In baptism they with Christ: 
may they also share his resurrection. 

Remember our brothers and sisters 
who have gone to their rest 
in the sure hope of rising again; 
bring them and all who have died in your mercy 
into the light of your presence. 

Have mercy on us all: 
make us worthy to share eternal life, 
with Mary, the virgin Mother of God, 
with the apostles and with all the saints, 
who have found favour with you throughout the ages; 
in union with them 
may we praise you and give you glory 
through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Through him, with him, In him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honour is yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord, 
we have received the sacrament of your only Son, 
who was sacrificed for us and rose in glory. 
We humbly pray for the faithful departed, 
that, purified by these paschal mysteries, 
they may share in the glory of the final resurrection. 
Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

SOLEMN BLESSING (The Dead) 
Bow your heads for God’s blessing. 
 
With surpassing love God has created us 
and in the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
given us the hope of rising again. 
May the God of all consolation 
send down upon you every grace and blessing. 
R. Amen. 
To us who are living may God grant forgiveness of sins 
and to the dead a place of light and peace. 
R. Amen. 
May all of us live eternally with Christ, 
who has truly risen from the dead. 
R. Amen. 
 


