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HOMILY  

5th Sunday Easter 

Sunday 2nd May 2021 

 

Introduction: My mother and my Aunt! 

My Mum and her sister were very close pals.  They were friends as 

much as sisters.  Although they lived with their families in different 

cities in Ireland, there was always the weekly phone call which was 

sacrosanct.  They even had the same way of speaking.  they often 

talked of their family and people of a former generation.  And we 

enjoyed their friendship and the families were united for holidays on 

an annual basis. 

Now that my Mum is gone to God this ten years, her memory, 

though dear is slipping into the past.  But meeting her sister, my aunt 

who is living into her nineties now is like meeting my mother all over 

again!  She has the same tone of voice, the same interests and above 

all an optimism that her family had so much of. 

Main Point 

In John’s Gospel, in the words written by St John the Evangelist, we 

really meet Jesus.  Or we really meet a side to Jesus that the other 

Evangelists don’t reveal. We are brought into the family of God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

1st Argument: John brings us into the family of Jesus 

These days we are wrapping up our Book Club after 6 months of 

study together.  And it was a passing remark by the author John 

Barton that caught my attention.  He was arguing that the Gospel 

writers, like Matthew, Mark, Luke and John used their own words 
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when they wrote the texts.  It wasn’t divine dictation, as if the Holy 

Spirit was on their shoulder telling them what to write.  A text from 

the Pontifical Biblical Commission stated that John’s Gospel came 

closest to Jesus’s actual words while still being the words of John the 

Evangelist.  Barton wondered how this could be.  How could John 

have even remembered the exact words of Jesus!  

I think what was meant was that John’s Gospel really brings us into 

the family of Jesus and invites us to be brother and sister to Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. 

‘I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vinedresser. 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,  

but must remain part of the vine, 

neither can you unless you remain in me. 

If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, 

you may ask what you will  

and you shall get it. 

It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 

and then you will be my disciples.’  

 

2nd Argument: Pope Francis and the WMF 

I will never forget the World Meeting of Families: the echoes of Pope 

John Paul II in 1979, the media opposition, the address by An 

Taoiseach to him in St Patrick’s Hall, Dublin Castle, the Concert at 

Croke Park, our Jesuit meeting with him at the papal nunciature (the 

miraculous multiplication of Jesuits).  But most of all I won’t forget 

how he changed the whole format of the Papal Mass in the Phoenix 

Park.  He had heard the victims of abuse the night before and he 
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adapted the Penitential Rite of the Mass into a full act of sorrow for 

the clerical church before the faithful. 

I think we brought him into the family of the faithful and he spoke to 

us about what we needed to hear. And he spoke with the authentic 

voice of the Lord, bringing sorrow for sins and healing. 

Conclusion 

We, in the Jesuit order, need sorrow and healing at this time.  In 

March at the beginning of the Novena of Grace we had to announce 

the harm caused by a Jesuit priest in one of our schools.  And our 

Provincial appealed to all those harmed to join a process of healing.  

This healing is going ahead and we need to pray for the people who 

have been harmed. 

But in wider society.  We are coming the close of a very difficult 

chapter in world history.  Hopefully the lockdown will be 

progressively lifted.  And hopefully families that have long been 

separated, denied a decent hug and the pleasure of grandchildren, 

grandparents and so on, can at last be re-united. 

Let us also pray for the people of India who are suffering so 

grievously at this moment.  That their suffering may end. 


