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HOMILY 

6th Sunday Year B: 14th February 2021 

Introduction: the Serenity Prayer 

Yesterday we had the second in our series of Saturday Coffee Mornings: Springtime Spirituality.  This 

time we listened to Michelle Russell who is a counsellor and spiritual director and she explored with 

us the Serenity Prayer.  This was the favourite prayer of a very influential priest when I was in school, 

Fr. Joe Brennan SJ and he often used to quote it during religion class.  I’d say it’s one of those things 

that you take with you for life so that, while you might not appreciate it when you first hear it, you 

are opened to hear it in later life when the time is right. 

 

Which brings me to my main point coming out of the Gospel we’ve just heard. 

Main Point 

God knocks on our door and sometimes we are slow to let Him in!  But with the help of wise 

teachers and good friends we can begin to open the door. 

Argument 1: AIDS Epidemic 

I can think of numerous times when God was knocking at my door and I couldn’t let Him in.  What I 

mean is that there were times when I simply couldn’t understand other people’s needs because my 

eyes were closed. 

When the AIDS Epidemic first broke over the world, you may remember that it was linked with Africa 

and the Gay community in the United States.  Then it found its way around the world and we began 

to hear of Irish men and women dying of AIDS.  There was a stigma that went with it.  The movie 

Philadelphia told the story of how the scales dropped from people’s eyes with the struggle of Tom 

Hanks to overcome prejudice at work. 

Well, a friend of mine who was studying theology with me in Milltown Institute and was training to 

be a Marist priest got involved with a ministry to AIDS sufferers in Ireland.  He began to talk about it 

and frankly I wanted nothing to do with it.  It was only later that I began to understand that my 

prejudice was holding me back from viewing AIDS sufferers as ordinary people with an extraordinary 

disease.  Sure is was the gay community and drug addicts who were suffering and somehow for me 

that was some sort of punishment for their sins. 
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While we cannot deny that illness is sometimes the result of bad behaviour, it’s another thing to say 

that such people deserve this suffering or that they should be abandoned because of it.  But this is 

quite a normal reaction in society.  We see this reflected in the first reading from the Book of 

Leviticus where the Jewish community carefully identifies cases of contagious diseases and moves to 

protect the population from sufferers by ostracising them from the towns and marking them out as 

spreaders of contagion. 

Argument 2: Refugees in Ireland 

Looking back I feel I must have been very blind to the Gospel because when a Jesuit student who 

lived in the same community as me began to work with Sri Lankan Refugees in Ireland I sort of 

ignored his ministry.  Things came to a head for a refugee friend of his who was facing forced 

deportation.  He climbed to the top room of the house he was staying in and threatened to jump out 

the window rather than allow himself to be deported to a country where he faced exclusion and 

possibly death.  My Jesuit companion was in a complete panic and looking for help.  I hadn’t a clue 

what to do and felt I couldn’t offer a thing. 

Back then, I felt nothing for this particular man.  I had met him once but I didn’t understand him or 

his situation.  It was too far out of my experience for my eyes to open and actually see him. 

This is where Jesus leads the way for us and we can actually see him in action in the Gospel story 

we’ve just heard.  

Like any contemporary person, Jewish or pagan, Jesus could have totally ignored the leper who goes 

down on his knees before him looking for a cure.  For a Jewish person even being close to the Leper 

was considered dangerous and for a Jewish priest or Holy Man, touching a Leper would force them 

to quarantine before they could practice public prayer again.  But this was not Jesus.  Not only does 

he see the leper before him, but he engages with him and wants to help him.  And what’s more, he 

can help him. 

Conclusion: wisdom for life  

After the Springtime Spirituality Coffee morning yesterday I was talking with Michelle about the 

many words of wisdom that came out of the 12-Step movement, including one I learned recently:  

“What others are saying about me is absolutely none of my business” 

or another one which she told us yesterday: 

 “Sometimes our misery becomes our ministry”.   

The first reminds me not to be bothered with what people are saying about me and above all not to 

be offended by things other people have said about me that aren’t meant for my ears. 

The second word of wisdom reminds me that woundedness can be the source of great good for 

others.  AIDS sufferers, refugees, people suffering with addiction all have something very important 

to teach us, not least, about ourselves. 

Let’s learn to open the door to them. 
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BIDDING PRAYERS 
Introduction (by the Presider) My friends, let us 
rejoice in God’s faithfulness, as we bring forward our 
intentions. 

1. Let us pray for those who suffer with contagious 
diseases and all who are rejected because of their 
illness. (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 

2. Let us pray for our healthcare workers in hospitals 
and care homes throughout Ireland; may they be 
sustained and kept safe (pause for silent 
prayer). Lord, hear us. 

3. That our leaving Cert students may be spared 
from endless anxiety  (pause for silent 
prayer). Lord, hear us. 

4. Let us pray for the communities of Dublin’s North 
East Inner City; for our council and youth 
workers (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 

5. That on that St Valentines Day, people in love may 
be blessed and grow in faithfulness and respect 
for each other (pause for silent prayer). Lord, 
hear us. 

The presider prays for the dead: For those who 
have died (especially Sharon Delaney whose funeral 
is on Tuesday), that they may share the salvation won 
by Christ (pause for silent prayer) [We remember 
also those young people  who perished in the Stardust 
fire in Artane, Dublin, 40 years ago today]. Lord, hear 
us. 
Conclusion (by the Presider) Faithful God, we 
rejoice in the mercy you show your people: hear our 
prayers, that we may always give you glory, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


