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Introduction and Penitential Rite 

All that came to be had life in him 

And that life was the light of men 

A light that shines in the dark 

A light that darkness could not overpower. 

As we begin the new year of 2021, for the vast majority of us, 2020 was 
a very difficult year to live through.  However, it brought out a lot of 
goodness in people, and the gift of solidarity and care for the vulnerable.  
For those of us who lost loved ones, there was also grief and great 
sadness. 

Our gospel offers us the guiding light of Jesus, the light of the world, 
who has made God known to us.  He guides along the right path, no 
matter how often we might stray, because ultimately the light will 
overcome all darkness, hatred, violence, ignorance, poverty and 
ultimately death itself.  That is the good news and the great call of the 
gospel, let us ask the Lord to make us attentive and awake to that call as 
prepare to begin our lives anew. 

Lord Jesus you are might God and Prince of Peace, Lord have mercy. 

Lord you are the light of the world, Christ have mercy. 

Lord, you bestow on us the power to become the children of God, Lord 
have mercy.   

 

Homily 

The first words of the Book of Genesis are  

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

So when St John begins his gospel with the words:  in the beginning was 
the Word.  He is bringing us back to the foundational sentence of the 
Jewish Scriptures, the opening words of the Bible 
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At the same time, he is bringing us forward to a pivotal moment in 
human history 

The word was made flesh 

He lived among us and we saw his glory. 

The glory that is his as the only Son of the Father 

Full of grace and truth 

No one has ever seen God 

It is the only Son who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known. 

The fourth gospel begins with a series of extraordinary statements.  It is 
a kind of hymn which since the early centuries helped Christians deepen 
their understanding of the mystery of God, hidden in Jesus 

If we listen to it with a simple faith, even today it can help us believe in 
Jesus more deeply.  Let us take time to reflect on some of its basic 
statements. 

The word of God was made flesh.  God has spoken.  God has not 
remained silent, imprisoned in mystery.  God has wished to reveal who 
God is to s.  God wishes to speak to us, to tell us of his love, to explain 
God’s project to us.  Jesus is simply the project of God made flesh, 
made human. 

God does not communicate who God is to us through lofty concepts 
and doctrines that only the learned can understand.  His word has 
become flesh in the love-filled life of Jesus, so that even the simplest can 
understand it, those who allow themselves to be touched by the 
goodness, love and truth of his life. 

The word of God came to live among us.  The distances between us and 
God have disappeared.  God has become one of us.  He has lived on 
earth.  He came down to earth from heaven.  Heaven and earth have 
met in Jesus. To meet Jesus, we do not have to leave this world, but 
simply go to Jesus.  He invites, come to me all you labour and over-
burdened, Come and see.  To know Jesus, we do not have to study 
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theology but to be in sympathy with Jesus and his message, to attune 
ourselves to his word.  

ST John points out a very basic but important truth NO one has ever 
seen God.  Prophets, priests and teachers of the Law have spoken a 
great deal about God but none of them has ever seen the face of God. 
In the Catholic Church we also speak a lot about God but none of us 
have seen God either.  Only Jesus who is nearest to the Father’s heart 
has made God known. 

We must never forget this sentence.  Only Jesus has told us what God is 
like.  He alone is the source which we can approach the mystery of God.   

How everything changes when we finally realise that Jesus is the human 
face of God.  Everything becomes simple and clear.  Now we know how 
God regards us when we suffer, How God seeks when we are lost, and 
forgives us when we deny him, 

Grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ.  For grace we can read 
friendship.   

I do not call you servants any longer but friends because I have made 
known to you everything I have learnt from my father. 

I thank you Father Lord of heaven and earth for hiding these things 
from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children for 
that is what it has pleased you to do.  Everything has been entrusted to 
me by my Father and no one knows the Son except the Father and No 
one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the son 
chooses to reveal him. 

I see the faith every year of people making the novena of Grace and the 
Novena to the Sacred Heart.  I am deeply moved by the petitions that 
people submit for their children, grandchildren, brothers, sisters, 
husbands and wives, simply asking God for what they need.  They 
simply approach God as their friend and indeed that is what Jesus came 
to tell us  

But to all who did accept him/ he gave power to become the 
children of God/ to all who believe in the name of him 
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Who is full of grace and truth, full of love, friendship and truth. 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Introduction (by the Presider) Let us bring our prayers to God, who in 
Jesus was made flesh. 

1. At the dawn of the new year we pray that all people would renew 
their efforts to care for one another and for creation (pause for silent 
prayer). Lord, hear us. 
 

2. We pray that Christians everywhere be examples of love and 
kindness in our efforts to build a more fraternal and inclusive 
society (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 

 
3. That all believers in God would strive for peace and harmony and   

turn away from attitudes and behaviour that lead to division and 
discord (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 

 
4. That the COVID-19 vaccine would bring about the elimination of 

the virus (pause for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 
 

5. That those anxious about the virus may be comforted in the 
knowledge that God is always walking beside us (pause for silent 
prayer). Lord, hear us. 

 
6. That refugees and homeless people may be protected from danger, 

treated with dignity and respect and find homes and refuge.(pause 
for silent prayer). Lord, hear us. 

 
The presider prays for the dead: For those who have died  Thomas 
Finnegan  that perpetual light may shine on them (pause for silent 
prayer). Lord, hear us. 
Conclusion (by the Presider) O God, your Word reveals your care and 
compassion: receive the prayers we make, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 


