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INTRODUCTION: Desert Island Discs
Since 1942 there has been a programme on BBC
Radio in which “Castaways” are invited to
name 8 pieces of music they would bring to a
desert island. It’s called Desert Island Disks.
Presenters of the programme have been
Michael Parkinson and Kirsty Young. You are
also allowed bring two books with you: the Complete Works of Shakespeare and The Bible.
In court, we swear on it, at Presidential Inaugurations you place your hand on it. You’ll remember
the enormous Bible President Joe Biden used at his inauguration on January 20 th and which has been
in his family since 1893.
And I’m sure you have a Bible somewhere in the house, if not on the coffee table somewhere within
reach. This is the book that we are celebrating today: the Word of God that is open to us and ready
to speak to us, especially when we gather together to listen to it.
At various moments in my lifetime the words of Scripture have really spoke n to me. Some of these
moments were deeply personal and I don’t feel like sharing them here, but others were equally
powerful and might appeal to anybody.
Main Point
The Word of God is a school of prayer and wisdom for a lifetime.
Argument 1: Jesus
meets the funeral at
the gate of Nain
I often come back to
the fact that over the
last 10 years I’ve lost 4
members of my family
to death and at each
of these losses I have
been called upon to
celebrate the funeral
Mass. At the heart of
the funeral Mass is the Word of God and the homily. These were privileged moments for me as a
priest when I tried to relate our family experience of loss to the message of the Gospel.
The passage of scripture that always comes back to me is the moment when Jesus meets the fune ral
coming out of the town of Nain in Chapter 7 of Luke’s Gospel:
Soon afterwards[b] he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went
with him. 12 As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had died was being carried

out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd
from the town. 13 When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, ‘Do not
weep.’ 14 Then he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he
said, ‘Young man, I say to you, rise!’ 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and
Jesus[c] gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, ‘A
great prophet has risen among us!’ and ‘God has looked favourably on his people!’ 17 This
word about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country.
Somehow I see that moment when the coffin carriers stop! There’s a silence, a decision, we’ll stop
for this man, although this is a funeral. He is going to do or say something. And that’s enough for
me. Just to know that Jesus stops the funeral and they stop!
Argument 2 : The Pharisees and Scribes were grumbling
Or there’s another moment which I find very
helpful for me personally. it’s the beginning of
Chapter 15, again of Luke’s Gospel, in which
Jesus tells the three parables of God’s
forgiveness: The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin and
the Prodigal Son. I’m very familiar with these
passages but I generally missed the opening
lines which I now find more helpful even than
those beautiful stories of God’s mercy
themselves:
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were
coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’
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So he told them this parable:

There’s a whole world of spiritual nourishment in the very first line here:
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.
For me it means that even when I am feeling the most distant from Jesus, when my practice is not up
to what I’m trying to preach, I can approach Jesus and crowd around him with the rest of the tax collectors and sinners and listen to him. And what is more, when my inner voices of condemnation
seek to drown out the words of forgiveness and tender mercy that Jesus speak, the voices of the
grumbling Pharisees and scribes, I just need to gather closer and listen to what Jesus says in the
parables.
Conclusion
If you were invited onto Desert Island Discs and if you had to choose one Bible text, a line, a story, a
Psalm, a parable of Jesus. What would it be?
Many Bibles offer Reader’s Helps at the back. And when I look under God’s promise when you are
fearful I read:
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to

come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:37-39
Key to Pope Francis’s renewal of our church is our listening to the Word of God. I am inviting you to
consider hearing the call from Gardiner Street today. And it could be Jesus’s call, not just to Simon
and Andrew and the two sons of Zebedee, James and John, but to you as you hear these words to
join a Lectio Divina Group and really allow God’s word to seep into your life.
I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter
with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do
this unfailingly each day. No one should think that this invitation is not meant for him or her,
since “no one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord”.1 The Lord does not disappoint
those who take this risk; whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realize that he
is already there, waiting for us with open arms. Now is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, I have
let myself be deceived; in a thousand ways I have shunned your love, yet here I am once
more, to renew my covenant with you. I need you. Save me once again, Lord, take me once
more into your redeeming embrace”. EG 3

