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Introduction and Penitential Rite 

The Catholic Church is not a member only club which we join or 
perhaps for many of us were born into that guarantees us a place in 
heaven if we keep the club rules and provided we don’t help ourselves to 
the club’s financial assets and property.  I think perhaps that need to be 
aware of the fact We are members of the church because God has called 
us to be part of God’s mission to the whole world.  This important fact 
is not stated very often but today is Mission Sunday and it is good for us 
to remember that this mission, this project which is the reason primarily 
why the Church came into being and continues to exist, is first of all 
God’s mission and not ours. 

Secondly it is important to realise that God is not waiting for us to come 
along and bring God into the lives of others.  The Holy Spirit is already 
at work in people all over the world.  We must also remember the Holy 
Spirit is alive in us and when we share the love and hope that the Spirit 
brings we are well on the way to being part of the Kingdom of God.  
But we are also aware that we fall short in our mission and we ask 
forgiveness for our shortcomings and failings, for our sins. 

 

 

 

Homily 

I remember not long after I came back from South Sudan and I was 
feeling somewhat battered and bruised after my 8-year journey in South 
Sudan, a country that went from having a peaceful and hope-filled future 
to being plunged by two arch-rivals into a dreadful civil war. 

At an event for returned missionaries and friends organised by the Irish 
Jesuit Mission Office.  I found myself chatting to Fr Henry Grant who 
had worked for many years in Northern Ireland and also in Paraguay. I 
think Henry sensed that I was still licking my wounds.  He began to tell 
about his work of reconciliation in Northern Ireland and he said that at 
times in attempting to bring together national/Catholic and 
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Unionist/Protestants that he and his small group of fellow Jesuits that 
what they were attempting was a complete and utter waste of time, 
couple with frustration, misunderstanding and intransigence on both 
sides of the community.  But then Henry’s eyes lit up and he said But 
you know almost unbeknownst to ourselves we were modelling, active 
listening, dialogue and simply trying to help both sides to understand 
where people on opposite side of the divide were coming from.  In a 
word we were trying to bring about reconciliation and to replace hatred 
and anger, with mutual understanding and a desire for peace. 

Then, Henry, whom I regard as a very learned and wise man, turned to 
me and said, “You know Richard every time you planted a seed in the 
ground, or put a brick into the wall of a school instead of putting a 
bullet in the breech of a gun, you modelled the Gospel, you gave people 
an alternative to violence and conflict and what you did will live on in 
people’s hearts and they will remember that path that you showed 
them.” 

When I came back from South Sudan I felt like the experience had 
chewed me up and then spit me out on the ground.  However, Henry’s 
words gave me hope and I remembered the grateful words of one the 
Dinka women that we worked with when she said, Father in the 4 years 
since you came, you helped us bring every sick child from the village to 
the clinic in Rumbek for treatment.  We have not lost a single child in 
the village through illness, for those 4 years.  We will never forget your 
service and kindness. 

Yesterday, at 11am the funeral of Gerry Bartley took place here in 
Gardiner Street.  Gerry’s son Fr Kevin, celebrated a wonderful funeral 
mass that was filled with sadness but also with gratitude for a life of love 
and service.  Gerry Bartley loved his family but he created a wider family 
through organising retreats for men and women for over 70 years.  You 
don’t have to go to Africa to serve the Lord.  Fr Kevin read out a short 
quotation from the Indian Poet and mystic Rabindranath Tagore: 
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  

Presider: The love of Christ gathers us together in communion 
this World Mission Sunday so that we might be renewed through 
this celebration of our faith and in our commitment to bring the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth and so we make our prayer to our 
loving Father.  

1. For our Holy Father, Pope Francis. That he may continue to 
shepherd, steward, and renew the flock committed to his care. Lord hear 
us.  

2. For missionaries; men and women of faith who have left their 
homeland to witness to the Gospel in all areas of the world. That their 
example of love and mercy will guide the Universal Church in examples 
of missionary discipleship. Lord, hear us.  

3. For the whole Church on mission in the world. That our faith in Jesus 
Christ sends all Christians forth to generously give of ourselves to build 
life-giving relationships. Lord, hear us.  

4. For young people and all who are considering their role in life. That 
many will answer the call to be missionaries. Lord, hear us.  

5. For this community gathered here. That the support we give to the 
spread of the Gospel today may bring us all closer into communion with 
our brothers and sisters throughout the world.  Lord, hear us.  

6. For faith communities in the farthest frontiers, especially those 
suffering persecution. That they may have their human rights, equality, 
and religious freedom recognised. Lord, hear us.  

Presider:  For deceased missionaries and for all our dead. That 
they may be welcomed into the light of God’s kingdom. We pray 
to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

Celebrant: God our loving Father, you sent your Son among us to 
reveal your wonderful plan of salvation On this World Mission 
Sunday, send us out as missionaries of Gospel joy to all we meet. 
We make this and all our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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