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HOMILY of FR. GERRY CLARKE, S.J., PARISH PRIEST 

SUNDAY 28th JUNE 2020 – PRIDE WEEKEND 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A) 

GARDINER STREET GOSPEL CHOIR 

St Francis Xavier's Church, Upper Gardiner Street, Dublin 1, D01 TX23 

Readings:  2 Kings 4:8-11.14-16   Psalm 88:2-3.16-19   Romans 6:3.8-11   Matthew 10:37-42 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WELC0ME by Fr. Gerry Clarke 
 
Welcome to Mass this evening.  As James said, we’re celebrating Pride, and we’re 
welcoming every member of the LGBT community to join us, and celebrate with us, the 
Eucharist.  The message from our Gospel is all about welcome, but it’s also about the cost.  
And indeed, over the years, the LGBT+ community has, and continues to suffer, the cost of 
being Christian. 
 
HOMILY by Fr. Gerry Clarke 
 
Introduction 
One of the kindest gestures, I think, we can make, is to welcome somebody into our home.  
When I was growing up my Dad was a legal professional, and he often welcomed people to 
our house.  But there was one family friend who was very special.  He hadn’t made it in his 
profession.  In fact, he was a rather odd person.  But, whenever he came to our house, he 
brought what I would call the “golden touch,” because he always brought a gift for my 
sister, and my sister had Down’s Syndrome.  And we were always, as a family, very moved 
that he remembered, and that he gave a thoughtful gift. 
 
Topic 
I think the Gospel story that we’ve heard is a little bit hard on its first hearing.  There are 
two parts.  The first part preaches that Jesus is saying there is a cost to discipleship.  You 
have to choose between certain people and others.  Maybe between your own family at 
times and your new family of believers.  But the Gospel is also promising a reward.  And it 
says, in fact, that a disciple of Christ can become somebody with the “golden touch.”  And to 
be near them, or to be visited by them, brings a special reward. 
 
1. A good experience of Church 
I suppose my experience, after I left school, of Church was quite positive, and the most 
positive experience I had was when I joined the Jesuits and I had two years as a novice.  
Although I had to give up a lot, the prospect of marriage, the prospect of a family, I gained a 
huge amount.  And, in fact, a friend of mine who came to my first vows, when I gave 
everything, said to me, “Gerry, you know, as I watched you, you were never more truly 
yourself.”  I think, in one sense, joining the Jesuits was, for me, finding myself, finding God – 
and, wow, that was a strong experience. 
 
2. Discovering the gifts of others in ministry 
Since then, I’ve found that it’s not about me, and it’s more about other people.  And since 
coming to Gardiner Street Church, I’ve discovered that everybody has amazing gifts to give.  



My job is a bit like a conductor, to enable people to celebrate their gifts.  Think, for instance, 
of the choir director, Cathy: her extraordinary gifts in guiding the choir, training the choir, 
choosing a repertoire, and really coaching the choir to perfection.  Think of Joerg who has 
organised the electronics and the sound.  What tremendous gifts he brings.  Think of James 
who’s organising the electronics, the technology, for this celebration.  And think of each 
choir member, and all of our band as well.  People bring tremendous gifts.  And, as parish 
priest in Gardiner Street, it’s my privilege to be something like the conductor of those gifts. 
 
3. Welcoming the gifts of the LGBT community 
This Sunday marks the end of Pride Weekend.  And Dublin has seen Rainbow flags 
everywhere.  The country is celebrating the LGBT+ community.  But I think it’s fair to say 
that, from the perspective of many gay people, the church isn’t celebrating, and the Catholic 
Church isn’t celebrating.  Now, there are glorious exceptions to that, and I think of the All 
Are Welcome Mass every month in Avila which welcomes LGBT+ people and their families.  
There are exceptions, and we can’t generalize, but I think that gay people have often found 
our Church a cold house.  And they’ve experienced the cost more than the reward!  And 
that’s a shame because Popes and our Catechism teach us that it should be otherwise.  
Everybody should be welcome.  Fr. James Martin, who’s an eloquent advocate for LGBT+ 
people in the Catholic Church, puts it so well, and I’m going to quote him.  He says, 
 

Now, it’s usually wrong to generalize, but for a group that has been seen in the 
church almost exclusively in a negative light, it’s important to consider the gifts of the 
group.   
To begin with, because they have been so marginalized, many LGBT people often feel 
a natural compassion for those on the margins.   
Their compassion is a gift.   
They are often forgiving of pastors and priests who have treated them like dirt.   
Their forgiveness is a gift.   
They persevere as Catholics in the face of years of rejection.   
Their perseverance is a gift. * 

 
[*from the talk given by Fr. James Martin, S.J. at the World Meeting of Families 2018 Pastoral 
Congress held in Dublin in 2018.  For the text of his talk, see 
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2018/08/23/father-james-martin-how-parishes-can-
welcome-lgbt-catholics   (accessed 29th July 2020)] 
 
Conclusion 
At Gardiner Street, we want to celebrate the LGBT+ community.  AND I want to extend an 
invitation to any member of the LGBT+ community, Catholic or non-Catholic, to share your 
gifts with us here, especially at the Gospel Mass, and at all ministries here.  And by that I 
mean all Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender PLUS people, your Mums, your Dads, your 
brothers, your sisters, sons, daughters, cousins, nieces, nephews, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.  We accept you as you are, and you have gifts that we need.   
 
I began by talking about my family friend who brought the “golden touch.”’  I think the 
Gospel shows us that any Christian, any person of goodwill, whom we welcome into our 
community has a special gift to bring.  May we celebrate today the gifts of the LGBT+ 
community, and may today be the beginning of something special. 
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