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The Parish Pastoral Council 

The Parish Pastoral Council is composed of Jesuits of the Com-

munity of St Francis Xavier who minister in the church, Staff of 

the parish and invited members of the worshipping community 

of Gardiner Street each of whom assist in a special ministry of 

the church. 

Our Chair is Michael Moriarty, Secretary Fr. Richard O’Dwyer 

SJ, Maura Dee looks after our web-presence, Maria Kelly is one 

of three safeguarding representatives, Seamus Buckley assists 

with liturgy and volunteers, Mary-Clare Murphy leads us in care 

for our common home, Jack Sullivan is researching our visioning 

and planning, Fr. Fergus O’Donoghue links us with the Jesuits of 

the Jesuit Community and Fr Marcin Włodarek connects us 

with the lively Polish Community that meets in the church. 

We meet about 8 times a year and welcome all suggestions. 
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Gospel Choir Band. 

A second BBQ saw us 

welcome Magis pilgrims 

from Glendalough.  Led 

by Niall Leahy SJ, Bren-

dan McManus SJ and 

Portuguese sisters, a 

group of weary pilgrims 

enjoyed an afternoon in 

the garden and later ani-

mated the 6pm Vigil 

Mass with our resident 

singer Cathy Keane. 

 

…….. 

 

Meanwhile, the parish 

welcomes new volun-

teers for  a variety of 

types of ministry.  We 

welcome new Readers, 

Eucharistic Ministers, 

Welcome Ministers, 

After a year away from 

the Gospel Choir, 

Louise Foxe returns as 

Director and brings her 

immense skill and charis-

ma to this demanding 

role. 

…….. 

 

A Junior Gospel Choir is 

in formation, based at 

Larkin Community Col-

lege and in time hopeful-

ly members will join the 

Senior Choir. 

 

……. 

 

The summer BBQ was a 

great success thanks to 

the Jesuit cooks, Brazili-

an chefs and the amazing 

Jazz Ensemble from the 

Choir Members (11am 

Choir, Family Mass 

Choir, Gospel Choir), 

Church Decorators, 

people with new ideas 

or new needs to be met. 

Contact parish person-

nel if you feel you could 

help. 

News from the Frontline 

 

Find us on the web at 
www.gardinerstparish.ie 

Parish Team: 
Fr. Gerry Clarke SJ  

(Parish Priest) 
Fr. Richard O’Dwyer SJ  
(Curate) 

Fr. Fergus O’Donoghue SJ  

(Parish Chaplain) 
Fr. Marcin Włodarek SJ  

(Polish Ministry) 
Fr. Dermot Mansfield SJ 
 
Assistants: 

Fr. Fergus O’Keefe SJ 
Fr. Paul Farquharson SJ 
Fr. Brendan Carmody SJ 

Fr. Peter McVerry SJ 
 
Liturgy & Volunteering:  

Mr. Seamus Buckley 
 
Front Desk: 

Melanie Fagan, Brandon Ashe & 
Sonia Obregon 
 

Sacristan: 
Erika Juskova 

 
Cleaning: 

Bernadette Lindsay 
 

St Francis Xavier’s Church 

Gardiner Street Upper 
Dublin 

D01 RK07 

Telephone : 01-836 3411 
www.gardinerstparish.ie 

Email : sfx@jesuit.ie 

AFRICA DAY CELEBRATIONS at Gardiner Street Church on Sunday 26th May, a week 

before Ascension.  Fr. Terry Mutesha SJ contacted the African Religious Priests and sisters 

resident in Dublin.  They brought drums and dressed in national costume and sang with the 

Gospel Choir some very moving songs and dance.  Some native Irish even joined the dance as 

participants came up to the basket in front of the altar to place their offerings. See if you can pick 

out choir members.  Missing are Mons. Jude Okolo (Papal Nuncio), who celebrated the Mass, Fr. 

Terry Mutesha (Organiser) and Frs Gerry and Richard who concelebrated (Having tea perhaps!  
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Holy Week and Easter 

were the most active ever: 

Film Festival, Service of 

Reconciliation, Seder Meal, 

Good Friday Way of the 

Cross in the local commu-

nity, Evening devotions and 

the Easter Egg Hunt in the 

garden on Easter Sunday. 

For the first time there was 

a youth programme at the 

Novena of Grace called 

“Hearts on Fire”.  This 

will run again next year 

with Transition Year pupils 

from local schools. 

Culture Night will come 

to Gardiner Street Church 

on 20th September as be-

fore. 

As we go to print, prepara-

tions are in train for the 

summer BBQ in the hope 

that the sun will shine … it 

always does sooner or 

later.  All are welcome 

especially if you bring a 

dessert or a salad to share. 

Thanks to a generous do-

nor a data projector and 

screen have been installed 

to the right of the altar.  

Soon another one will take 

its place to the left so that 

the whole congregation 

may see notices, hymn lyr-

ics, announcements etc. 

Our website is under re-

view at the moment and 

hopefully will be in full op-

eration shortly. 

The October Talks will 

focus on the 4 Apostolic 

Priorities of the Jesuits and 

see what they mean for 

Gardiner Street. 

News from the Frontline … Editor writes ... 

 

Find us on the web at 
www.gardinerstparish.ie 

Parish Team: 
Fr. Gerry Clarke SJ  

(Parish Priest) 
Fr. Richard O’Dwyer SJ  
(Superior of the Jesuit 

Community & Curate of the 

Parish) 
Fr. Marcin Włodarek SJ  

(Outgoing Polish Ministry) 
Fr. Leszek Wilczak SJ (Incoming 
Polish Ministry) 
& volunteers 

 
Assistants: 
Fr. Dermot Mansfield SJ 

Fr. Fergus O’Keefe SJ 
Fr. Paul Farquharson SJ 
Fr. Jake Martin SJ 

Fr. Peter McVerry SJ 
 
Parish Secretary: 

Ms Sonia Obregon 
 
Front Desk Staff: 

Melanie, Brandon & Louise 
 

Cleaning Staff 
Bernie & Michelle 

 

St Ignatius with his family at 

Loyola, Basque Country, Spain. 

flections while also be-

ing provided with daily 

resources around pray-

er and spiritual reflec-

tion.  So, we invite you 

to come and join us 

from Thursday, June 
20th  to Friday, June 

28th and gift yourself 

with some quiet, devo-

tional prayer time in 

the company of fellow 

devotees.  We trust 

that this time apart 

from the hustle and 

bustle of daily life will 

help open your heart 

to a personal experi-

ence of God’s bound-

less and unconditional 

love for each and every 

one of his children…

especially you! 

Fr. Gerry and Fr. Rich-

ard along with the Par-

ish Team here at St. 

Francis Xavier’s church 

look forward to wel-

coming you to our an-

nual Novena in honour 
of the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus.  This year prom-

ises to be a thought 

provoking, spiritually 

nourishing nine days.  

We hope that through 

the inspiring words of 

our carefully chosen 

homilists, and in the 

quiet reflective space 

of our beautiful church, 

you will find yourself  

re-connecting on a 

deep and personal level 

to God’s passionate 

love for you as shown 

in the heart of Jesus.  
Over the nine days, 

mass will be celebrated 

daily @11.00am and 
7.30pm. You will be 

encouraged to engage 

with the daily Gospel 

readings through the 

homilist’s personal re-

Sacred Heart Novena … Christine Halloran writes... 

Alone and on foot … Sonia Obregon writes ... 

Reading is a healthy habit, but 

it is quite a solitary activity. 

When you share your thoughts 

and reflections with someone 

else, reading becomes more 

enjoyable and fruitful.  
This is where the idea for a 

Book Club emerged in Gardi-

ner Street Parish, but inspira-

tion also came from the apos-

tolic preferences of the Society 

of Jesus (Jesuits) recently an-

nounced by Fr. Arturo Sosa, 

particularly the preference for 

promoting Ignatian Spirituali-

ty.  What better than starting 

our book club by reading about 

the spiritual journey of St. Igna-

tius of Loyola! 
We thought that “Alone and 

on Foot”, by Brian Grogan SJ, 

would be a perfect start be-

cause it combines entertaining 

reading with reflective ques-

tions that 

help the reader become famil-

iar with Ignatian spirituality.  

Hopefully the Gardiner 

Street Parish Book Club 

will be a regular summertime 

activity. Please God it will help 

people to walk a pathway of 

deeper prayer, good decision 

making guided by keen discern-

ment, and for living an active 

life of service to others. 

ST FRANCIS 

XAVIER’S 

GARDINER 

STREET 
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Summer 

Newsletter 
Summary 

This really has been a 

tremendous year since 

September: Packed Gos-

pel Choir Christmas 

Concert; inspiring Nove-

na of Grace; lively and 

prayerful Holy Week 

(mini Film Festival; Seder 

Meal; community Way of 

the Cross; Family Mass 

Easter Egg Hunt). And 

we ended with the Gos-

pel Rising Festival; Africa 

Day Mass and soon to 

come Sacred Heart No-

vena and the Pilgrimage 

to Knock. 

In this edition: 

Fr. Marcin hands 

over to Fr. Les-

zek 

2 

Africa Day Mass 2 

Arrangements for 

your future 

2 

Universal Apos-

tolic Preferences 

3 

A letter from 

John Bosco NSJ 

3 

A Seder Meal at 

Gardiner Street 

3 

  



My name is Leszek Wilczak. I 

was born in 1982. I joined the 

Society of Jesus in 2003. I 

went through my novitiate in 

Stara Wieś, which is a village 

located in Poland near beauti-

ful area of the Bieszczady 

Mountains. I studied philoso-

phy in Cracow and started 

regency there, working as a 
provincial's assistant. In 2009 I 

was assigned to Rome, where 

I was working in the Polish 

section of the Vatican Radio. 

In 2011 I moved back to Po-

land and later on graduated in 

theology from the Collegium 

Bobolanum in Warsaw.   
Since 2014 I've been working 

in Wroclaw. I teach in the 

primary and secondary 

schools as a catechist. I work 

in the parish, run academic 

pastoral ministry and handle 

the preparation of confirma-

tion's candidates.  

Now it's time to start another 

chapter of my life here. I'm 

really looking forward to 

whatever life will bring me. 

For now I have more ques-

tions than answers, but that's 

fine. The few days I've already 

spent in Dublin leave me with 

hope and enthusiasm for the 

future work not only for the 

Poles living here, but with 

them. Perhaps I will be able to 

help in our Irish parish also, as 

soon as I've improved my 

language skills. 

• Asking your bank for 

help;  

• setting up a power of 

attorney;  

• What medical treatments 

do you want (Advanced 

Healthcare Directives) 

• The place where you 

need care in later life 

• How can I protect some-

one I care for from fraud?  

One day you may need help 

managing your money and 

property in a way that reflects 

your wishes.  There is plenty 

of advice out there and many 

different agencies.  

Former Law Reform Commis-

sioner and Solicitor Dr. Patri-

cia Rickard Clarke is offering 

to help you pick your way 

through the issues that arise 

as you get older and thoughts 

necessarily move to the fu-

ture. 

• What is financial abuse? 

• Making a will;  

Come to an information 

hour after the 11am No-

vena Mass on Saturday 

22nd June at Gardiner Street 

Church, Upper Gardiner 

Street, Dublin 1. 

Fr. Martin hands over to Fr. Leszek ... 

Arrangements for your future … Patricia Rickard Clarke advises . 

Africa Day … Fr. Terry Mutesha writes ... 

the African drums.  The Afri-

can Christians in Ireland put 

up a prayerful moment punc-

tured with ululating and clap-

ping to African melodies 

which made the Irish faithful 

led by the Gospel Choir join 

in the dancing.  The African 

clergy, Fr Richard the Superior 

of the Jesuit Community and 

the many sisters who graced 

the occasion led in dancing.  

During Offertory there was a 

procession with dancing and 

the Irish encouraged by Fr 

Gerry the Parish Priest joined 

in to the contagious sound of 

the drum. The message of the 

day was about peace which 

the preacher, Fr Terry Mute-

sha, stated that could be 

achieved through forgiveness 

and not revenge or by the use 

of guns. Indeed, the event 

affirmed: Yes, we believe in 

the God of peace! 

Africa Day, an annual com-

memoration of the foundation 

of the Organisation of African 

Unity (OAU) (now known as 

the African Union) on 25 May 

1963, was celebrated with 

mass at St Francis Xavier 

Church in Gardiner Street in 

Dublin on Sunday the 26th of 

May, 2019.  The Papal Nuncio 

for Ireland, His Excellency 

Archbishop Jude Thaddeus 

Okolo who is from Nigeria 

was the main celebrant of the 

colourful mass with singing of 

African hymns and dancing to 
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How 

available 

are you to 

what God 

might 

want you 

to do? 

 

Patricia Rickard Clarke is Chair 

of the National Safeguarding 
Committee and Chair of SAGE 
Advocacy Service for older and 

vulnerable adults, former Com-
missioner of the Law Reform 

Commission. 

My name is Leszek Wilczak. I 

was born in 1982. I joined the 

Society of Jesus in 2003. I 

went through my novitiate in 

Stara Wieś, which is a village 

located in Poland near beauti-

ful area of the Bieszczady 

Mountains. I studied philoso-

phy in Cracow and started 

regency there, working as a 
provincial's assistant. In 2009 I 

was assigned to Rome, where 

I was working in the Polish 

section of the Vatican Radio. 

In 2011 I moved back to Po-

land and later on graduated in 

theology from the Collegium 

Bobolanum in Warsaw.   

Since 2014 I've been working 

in Wroclaw. I teach in the 

primary and secondary 

schools as a catechist. I work 

in the parish, run academic 

pastoral ministry and handle 

the preparation of confirma-

tion's candidates.  

Now it's time to start another 

chapter of my life here. I'm 

really looking forward to 

whatever life will bring me. 

For now I have more ques-

tions than answers, but that's 

fine. The few days I've already 

spent in Dublin leave me with 

hope and enthusiasm for the 

future work not only for the 

Poles living here, but with 

them. Perhaps I will be able to 

help in our Irish parish also, as 

soon as I've improved my 

language skills. 

older and thoughts neces-

sarily move to the future. 

• Asking your bank for 

help 

• setting up a power of 

attorney 

• What medical treatments 

do you want (Advanced 

Healthcare Directives) 

• The place where you 

need care in later life 

One day you may need 

help managing your money 

and property in a way that 

reflects your wishes.  

There is plenty of advice 

out there and many differ-

ent agencies.  

Former Law Reform Com-

missioner and Solicitor Dr. 

Patricia Rickard Clarke is 

offering to help you pick 

your way through the is-

sues that arise as you get 

• How can I protect some-

one I care for from fraud?  

• What is financial abuse? 

• Making a will 

Come to an information 

hour after the 11am 

Novena Mass on Satur-

day 22nd June at Gardi-

ner Street Church, Upper 

Gardiner Street, Dublin 1. 

Fr. Marcin hands over to Fr. Leszek ... 

Arrangements for your future … Patricia Rickard Clarke advises . 

Africa Day … Fr. Terry Mutesha writes ... 

African hymns and dancing to 

the African drums.  The Afri-

can Christians in Ireland put 

up a prayerful moment punc-

tured with ululating and clap-

ping to African melodies 

which made the Irish faithful 

led by the Gospel Choir join 

in the dancing.  The African 

clergy, Fr Richard the Superior 

of the Jesuit Community and 

the many sisters who graced 

the occasion led in dancing.  

During Offertory there was a 

procession with dancing and 

the Irish encouraged by Fr 

Gerry the Parish Priest joined 

in to the contagious sound of 

the drum. The message of the 

day was about peace which 

the preacher, Fr Terry Mute-

sha, stated that could be 

achieved through forgiveness 

and not revenge or by the use 

of guns. Indeed, the event 

affirmed: Yes, 

we believe in 

the God of 

peace! 

Africa Day, an annual com-

memoration of the foundation 

of the Organisation of African 

Unity (OAU) (now known as 

the African Union) on 25 May 

1963, was celebrated with 

mass at St Francis Xavier 

Church in Gardiner Street in 

Dublin on Sunday the 26th of 

May, 2019.  The Papal Nuncio 

for Ireland, His Excellency 

Archbishop Jude Thaddeus 

Okolo who is from Nigeria 

was the main celebrant of the 

colourful mass with singing of 

 

How 

available are 

you            

to what 

God might 

want       

you            

to do? 

From “Alone and On 

Foot” by Fr. Brian 

Grogan SJ 
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Fr. Marcin SJ & Fr. Leszek SJ 

Fr. Terry Mutesha SJ 

Following on his very 

popular series of talks 

on the Lenten Readings, 

Augustinian Friar & 

Scripture scholar Kie-

ran O’Mahony, will 

explore the the wri-

tings of St Paul and 

the Gospel of St Mark 

over two Saturday mor-

nings, 14th & 28th Octo-

ber. The days will suit par-

ticipants of all needs and 

abilities.  No prior 

knowledge or experience 

needed. Fr. Kieran will 

start with basic information 

and then invite us to get to 

work on a few texts and 

follow this practical expo-

sure with a question and 

answer session. 

Members of the Parish 

Pastoral Council (PPC) are 

asked to participate in a 

Visioning Morning with 

Donal Harrington (author 

of Tomorrow’s Parish) on 

4th November. It’s not 

limited to members of the 

PPC and if you think you 

could contribute please 

mention it to the PP. 

On Saturday 21st October 

Colette McCarthy who 

served on the Fr. John Sul-

livan Beatification Com-

mittee) will guide a tour of 

The Places that Blessed 

John Called Home, both 

his home in Dublin city and 

holiday house in Killiney. 

The tour will be informa-

tive and prayerful. 

 

high level and for this reason 

we are unsealing these win-

dows and allowing air to cir-

culate in the Church. Com-

bined with the heating this 

should evaporate off the re-

maining moisture. But it’s 

going to be a little bit cooler 

as the air moves through the 

church. 
Meanwhile, as a way of caring 

more for our common home 

and reducing electricity bills 

we are gradually replacing the 

light bulbs in all the suspended 

light fittings in the Church 

with LED (Light Emitting Di-

With a building as beautiful 

and as old as ours there is 

always maintenance work to 

be done.   

Panic ensued when it was 

noticed that paint is peeling 

from the walls near where 

they meet the ceiling and we 

were advised to rope off the 

shrines to St Brigid and St 
Francis Xavier.  The ropes are 

still there.  Our consultants 

advise that the sealing of the 

high windows and inadequate 

gutter sizing has led to a build 

up of moisture and a satura-

tion of the external walls at 

ode) Bulbs.  It will take some 

time and will cost about 

€6,000.  This will save a con-

siderable amount of money on 

power and improve mainte-

nance costs because  LED 

consumes up to 90% less 

power and has a life of ap-

proximately 10 years. 

During the month of October 
we are appealing to our Con-

gregation to contribute to this 

power-saving, cost reducing 

and eco-friendly adjustment. 

Autumn Training for Active Members 

Church Improvements and October Appeal 

Safeguarding 

has been assigned special 

responsibility for Garda 

vetting and will be in touch 

if you are a volunteer of 

any sort in the Church.   

We’ll complete the process 

over the next few months. 

All clergy, sacristans, volun-

teers working directly with 

children and all staff must 

attend a one-day course in 

safeguarding. Two options 

are being offered by Garry 

Kehoe at Gardiner St: Sa-

turday 25th November 

and Saturday 9th 

December 2017. 

Safeguarding has moved 

to the top of the agenda 

of the Parish Pastoral 

Council as the Parish staff 

work to assure our com-

pliance with all relevant 

legislation. 

There will be an extra ef-

fort made this Autumn/

Winter to ensure that all 

volunteers and staff are 

Garda vetted and fulfill all 

the other requirements 

necessary.  Seamus Buckley 

If we allow doubts and 

fears to dampen our 

courage, instead of 

being creative we will 

remain comfortable 

and make no progress 

whatsoever. We will 

not take an active part 

in historical processes, 

but become mere 

onlookers as the 

Church gradually 

stagnates. 

Pope Francis EG #129 
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The Universal Apostolic 

Preferences of the Socie-

ty of Jesus are four major 

preferences of the Jesuits 

for the next ten years. 
The 1st preference and the 

f o u n d a t i o n a l  o n e 

is: Promoting Discernment 

and the Spiritual Exercis-

es and includes making 

good decisions: We are 

saying that we must allow 

ourselves as a Church and 

as Jesuits to be led by the 

Holy Spirit and not get in 

the way. The 2nd prefer-

ence, Walking with the Ex-

cluded includes walking 

with the survivors of  

abuse.  The Society of Jesus 

is saying that the whole 

world of victims and of 

survivors is where we 

should be because that’s 

where God is: God hears 

the cry of the poor. 
The 3rd preference, Caring 

for our Common Home must 

be a primary inspiration for 

the kind of work we do 

and the 4 th prefer-

ence, Journeying with Youth, 

means not just teaching 

people but really being with 

them and allowing them to 

say, ‘This is how we see the 

world’. 

Ever since, while celebrat-

ing the Eucharist I recall 

those special moments 

when 55 people sat down 

to simple ritual, song and a 

delicious Lamb Tagine 

prepared by Jesuit Novice 

John Bosco.  Afterwards 

we went to the John Sulli-

van Room for the final in 
the series of Fr. Jake Mar-

tin’s Film Festival.  We 

watched “Jesus of Montre-

al”, a very thought pro-

voking entry to the final three 

days of Holy Week. 

I’ve always wanted to partici-

pate in a Seder Meal in Holy 

Week. It is a Christian re-

enactment of the Passover 

Meal shared by Jewish people 

to commemorate the escape 

from Egypt. 
In our celebration in the Igna-

tian chapel on Spy Wednesday 

there was unleavened bread, a 

reminder to eat in haste be-

fore the escape to the Prom-

ised Land and bitter herbs to 

recall times of suffering. Then  

there are the “cups”, like a 

toast at a celebration dinner. 

Universal Apostolic Preferences ...Fr. John Guiney SJ writes ... 

Seder Meal … Fr. Gerry Clarke SJ writes ... 

News from a pilgrim … John Bosco Noronha NSJ writes ... 

shall have an enriching time. 
I hope you are all well over in 
Dublin and enjoying the start 
of the summer. I remember 
the Sacred Heart Novena 
starts soon but I could not 
recall the date. Do let me 
know and I shall pray for 
you all. 
Please pray for me over the 

next month. I think I shall 
need it. 
God bless you all. Love to the 
community and Henry, Sr 
Eilish, Padraig and Christine 
etc.  John Bosco  
 
(John Bosco is a Jesuit Novice 

who with Fr.Paul Prior, an Irish 

Novice, joined the Gardiner 

Street Team for the Novena of 

Grace 2019 and Holy Week) 

Dear Gerry and Richard, 
Greetings from a very beauti-
ful and very hot Manresa, 
Spain. 
I am here with Dunstan 
(another first year novice) 
and we are about to embark 
on our pilgrimage from 
Manresa to Loyola. God 
willing all will be well and we St. Ignatius on his 

pilgrim way 
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“Preferences are not 
just about doing but 
about being; they 
involve our entire life. 
They are calls ex-
tending over the next 
ten years, calls that 
come to us from the 
Holy Father him-
self.”  
 
Fr. Arturo Sosa, Su-
perior General of the 
Jesuits 

The tables set for the Seder Meal in the Ignatian 

Chapel on the Wednesday of Holy Week. 


